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In a notice on p. 480 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on p. 479. 

A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 


the Trade Reports recently issued by the Foreign Office 
will be found on pp. 476-7. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 

lati q to Trad Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—A Liverpool firm of provision merchants, who 
have a large sale for bacon (wholesale only), are open to sell on com- 
mission for any reliable Canadian firm requiring representation. 

A Dublin house asks to be referred to Canadian manufacturers of 
mouldings suitable for picture frames, &c. 

A correspondent asks for the names of manufacturers in Canada 
of motor cars and motor car parts. 

The names of leading importers of cotton and woollen goods, 
and of some first-class booksellers and stationers in Canada, are 
required by a correspondent in the north of England. 

A firm in the Midlands are desirous of arranging for direct 
consignments of Canadian apples, either on commission or at so 
much per barrel advanced against Bill of Lading. 

A 
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Canadian Enquiries—An agent in Toronto wishes to get into 
touch with some English manufacturers requiring representation’ 
in Canada. 

A Montreal firm of commission merchants and brokers desire to 
obtain the agencies of English houses exporting sauces, pickles, 
“ fruit-juices,” table waters, and other goods in the grocery trade. 

Enquiry has been received from a correspondent in Ontario 
ee the demand for chair stock, seats, backs, and legs of 
well-seasoned hardwood, of which he has large stocks on hand, 
either turned or unturned. 

A Canadian firm on the Bay of Chaleurs, sawing spruce deals and 
cedar shingles, as well as manufacturing birch squares, broom 
handles, &c., desire to communicate with an English house open 
to buy or to contract for the sale of such lumber. 

A manufacturers’ agent at Montreal wishes to be placed in 
communication with English manufacturers of stationers’ supplies, 
smokers’ sundries, “‘ men’s furnishings,” &c., who desire to be 
represented in Canada. 

Foreign Enquiry——A German importer asks to be furnished with 
the names of some Canadian shippers of molybdenite. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Enquiries Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

relating to Trad Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—A London firm wish to be placed in correspon- 
dence with Canadian saw mills which can supply packing-case 
shooks in quantity. 

A Liverpool firm ask for the names of the leading Canadian 
mining companies who use cyanide of potassium. 

An enquiry has been received from a firm of London merchants 
for the names of Canadian producers and shippers of high-grade 
feldspar. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian manufacturer of cutlery asks 
to be placed in communication with United Kingdom firms 
importing foreign-made cutlery, particularly for export trade, who 
might be prepared to deal in Canadian scissors, knives, dc 

A Canadian manufacturer of flooring of various kinds invites 
correspondence from United Kingdom importers of same. 


AUSTRALIA. 
It is announced in the “ Victorian Government Gazette” of 8th 
January, that tenders will be received up to the 
Tenders for = 17th March for the supply of steel rails and 
Steel Rails and iy 
: > fishplates for the Victorian railways. 
Fishplates m Al “ 
Victoria. ater issue of the “Gazette” announces 
that the time for receipt of the tenders has 


been extended to the 14th April. 
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Particulars can be seen at the Contractors’ Room, Spencer 
Street, Melbourne, and at the office of the Agent-General for. 
Victoria, 15, Victoria Street, London, S.W. A _ preliminary 
deposit of 1,000. is required in each case. No tender will 
necessarily be accepted. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, stating 

Tenders for Coal. that tenders are invited by the Christiania Gas- 

works, to be received not later than the 11th 

inst., for the supply of 32,000 tons of New Pelton, Old Pelton, 
Londonderry, Pelaw Main, or Benwell gas coal. 

Conditions of tender can be inspected at the offices of the works. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 23rd ult. contains an Order granting 
the “Sociedad Minas y ferrocarril de Carrefio” 
Railway Plant. the concession for 99 years for a railway from 
Abofio, on the projected line from Verifia to 

Musel, to Candads, and branches to the iron mines. 
Materials for railways are admitted into Spain under special 
rates of duty, as stated on pp. 434-5 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal” of 22nd February, 1900. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 24th ult. contains a notice calling for 
Contract toe tenders, which will be opened at 11 a.m. in the 
Copper Wi office of the Inspector-General, Chief of the 

pper wire. —_ Telegraph Section of Posts and Telegraphs, 

Caretas 10, Madrid, 40 days after the date named, for the supply 

of 15 tons copper wire, which must comply with the requirements 

stated in the “ Gaceta,” at the upset price of 2,880 pesetas, or about 

84/. per ton. A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. of the amount 

of the contract at the upset price is required to qualify any tender. 


The same “Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
will be opened at 12.30 p.m. on 15th inst. in 


a ee ace the Secretariat of the Arsenal of Ferrol, and 
ra Diesen simtltaneously in the Ministry of Marine in 


Madrid, for the supply of the hempen rope and 
other materials which may be required at the arsenal named until 
the end of 1903, at the upset prices noted in the specification which 
is on view both at the Arsenal and the Ministry of Marine. 

A provisional deposit of 1,000 pesetas, or about 291., is required to 
qualify any tender. 


a2 
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The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 26th ult. contains a notice that the 
: Municipality of Zaragoza offers a prize of 
of 40,000 or 1,164l. for a for 
pce City. increasing the water supply of the City of 
f Zaragoza, which is calculated to contain a 
of Zaragoza. = opulation of 100,000, up to at least 200 litres 
per inhabitant per day, taking into account that the present 
reservoirs have a capacity of 30 litres per inhabitant per day, and 
that the pipe system in the City has sufficient diameter to carry 
the increase indicated. The plan must also comprise a method 
for the rapid evacuation of rain water and of all water from houses 
and factories. 

Preference will be given to a plan presented by a company or 
individual who undertakes to execute the works immediately, on 
conditions favourable to the City and acceptable to the corporation. 

The winner of the prize will have preferential rights on the 
same terms in tendering for any contract which may be offered 
for the works. A year is allowed from the date above stated for 
the presentation of plans. 


The same “Gaceta” of 28th ult. contains an order granting to Don 

Electric Leonardo Alberto Monigatti a concession for 

fame Tet, electric tramway from San Sebastian to 

Tolésa, in the province of Guipuzcoa, subject 

to the conditions heretofore notified, when this concession was put 

up for tender. (See “ Board of Trade Journal ” of December 5th, 
1901, p. 438.) 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
Electric will be opened on 29th inst. in the offices of the 
iehting Plant. President of the Audiencia territorial,” 
lighting Madrid, for the installation and working for 
15 years of the electric light in the “ Carcel Modelo,” Madrid, at 
the upset price of 40,000 pesetas, or about 1,164/. per annum, 
payable in monthly instalments. A provisional deposit of 2,000 
pesetas, or about 58/., is required to qualify any tender. The 
number of lamps and other particulars may be learnt upon applica- 
tion at the Secretariat of the Prison Committee, situated in the 
“ Prisién Celular,” Madrid. 
This is the third time of calling for tenders for this work. (See 
“ Board of Trade Journals” of 28th November, 1901, p. 390, and 
of 13th ult., p. 292). 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 1st inst. contains a notice calling for 

tenders, which will be opened on 10th prox. at 

Jute Sacking. 11a.m.in the Directorate of the “Subintendencia 

‘ Militar,’ situated in the barracks of the 

“ Docks ” Madrid, for the supply of 45,900 metres of jute sacking 
for making 18,000 flour sacks. 

A statement of conditions, including the price limit, may be 

seen at the office named. 
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The “ Gaceta de Madrid” ay ea contains a notice calling for 
tenders for the construction of brid as 

follows, namely :— 

Cobidivattien, A bridge across the Jadrachén creek, on the 

road from Alcalé de Guadira to Huelva, in the 
province of Sevilla, at the upset price of 38,997-44 pesetas, or 
about 1,135/., tenders for which will be opened at 11 a.m. on the 
8th prox., a provisional deposit of 390 pesetas, or about 11/., being 
required to qualify any tender ; and 

A bridge over the Chartera “ rambla,” on the high road from 
Tarancén to Teruel, in the Province of Teruel, at the upset price 
of 33,106°30 pesetas, or about 964/., the tenders for which 
will be opened at 1 p.m. on the 10th prox., a provisional deposit of 
1,700 pesetas, or about 49]. being required in respect of any tender. 

Conditions and plans in both cases may be seen at the Ministry 
of Public Works, Madrid, where the tenders will be opened, and in 
the Civil Government Offices of the respective Provinces. 

The Gacetas containing the above notices may be seen, on 
application, at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


EGYPT. 

The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” of 19th ult. contains an announce- 
Tenders for ment that tenders will be received up to 10a.m. 
Sheets on the 18th inst. for the supply of 1,500 white 
, linen sheets. Persons wishing to tender can 
see the conditions of contract at the Receiving Office, Cairo, any 
day except Fridays and holidays between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. The 
preliminary deposit mentioned in article 7 of the conditions of 
contract should be made before the 18th inst. Tenders must be 
made on stamped paper of £13, and should show in Egyptian 
pounds and milliémes the price per sheet as well as the total price. 
They should be addressed to the Minister of Public Instruction, 
Cairo, under sealed envelope, bearing the words: ‘“ Tender for 

supply of white linen sheets.” 

The Minister reserves the right to accept or refuse any offer. 


é SIAM. 

With reference to the notice on p. 391 of the “ Board of Trade 
nteen te Journal” of 27th ult., respecting the call for 
Railwa: tenders for the supply of rolling-stock for the 
Rollin a Siamese State Railways, a copy of the specifica- 
= tion for the same has been published in the 
“Straits Settlement Government Gazette” of 31st January, and 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 

the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


GERMANY. 


According to information supplied by the German Ambassador at 

Hydraulic and 12" published in the “Moniteur Officiel 

oo a du Commerce” of 27th ult., an exhibition of 

bydraulic construction and of shipping will be 

Dusseldorf -B¢1d at Dusseldorf from the 29th June to the 

7 5th July next, during the sitting of the ninth 
International Shipping Congress. 

The exhibition will include only those objects such as models, 
plans, printed works, photographs, &c., bearing on the subjects 
under discussion at the Congress. A list of the objects that it is 
proposed to exhibit together with particulars as to their exact 
dimensions should be sent to the General Secretary, Geheimer 
Baurath Sympher, W. 36, Wilhelm Strasse, 80, Berlin, before the 
1st April. 

A copy of the regulations, é&c., relating to the exhibition may be 
seen by persons interested at the French Ministry of Commerce, 
101, Rue de Grenelle, Paris. 


FRANCE. 


With reference to of Board of Trade 
q ou anua: ast, respecting an 
Engines using which is to be held in Paris from the 
24th May to the Ist June, the Board of Trade 
~~ have received through the Foreign Office from 

the French Ambassador in London copies of the programme, and 
of the declarations to be filled in by intending exhibitors according 


to the required category. Copies of these programmes and 


declarations may be obtained on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


The Board of Trade desire to suggest that British manufacturers 
and traders who wish to obtain any special information relating to 
trade in foreign countries, should, before addressing His Majesty’s 
Consular Officers, make inquiry at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade (50, Parliament Street, S.W.). 

By taking this course much delay will be avoided in cases in 
which the Intelligence Branch is already in possession of the 
required information, while in other cases steps will at once be 
taken to forward the questions to the proper quarter. 


> 
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BUYERS’ SYNDICATE IN THE GERMAN IRON TRADH. 


The following article on certain features in the present position 
of the German iron trade, published in the “Iron Age” (New 
York), of the 13th ult., may not be without interest to those 
engaged in the iron industry of the United Kingdom’:— 

“ An interesting movement is developing in the German iron 
trade, partly brought about by the dissatisfaction among con- 
sumers of raw material with the course taken by the powerful 
syndicates during the past 18 months. The buyers of raw 
materials and of intermediate products are organising buying 
syndicates. At the present time negotiations are p i 
among the mills who purchase in the open market steel in the 
form of ingots, blooms, billets and slabs. There seems to be some 
probability that success will crown these efforts, which are 
expected by the mills interested to lead to important advantages. 
The undertaking has been stimulated by the promising outlook 
for an o isation among the consumers of pig-iron in the 
Rhenish vinces and Westphalia, known as the Rheinisch- 
Westfaelishe Roheisen - EKinkaufs - Vereinigung of Dusseldorf. 
The works which have joined this association have surrendered 
the right to make their own purchases of pig-iron at home or 
abroad during the life of the syndicate. The central purchasing 
office must buy the pig-iron, giving as much consideration as 
possible to the requirements regarding gals called for by the 
individual members. Only Swedish and Styrian charcoal pig-iron 
and certain special brands are accepted. Each works which is a 
member of the syndicate has a vote, provided its annual require- 
ments are up to 5,000 tons. For each 5,000 tons annual consump- 
tion one additional vote is granted up to a maximum of five votes. 
The purchases of pig-iron must always cover the succeeding 
quarter of the calendar year. Upon the demand of the Board of 
Managers each member must state his requirements for the 

uarter following. The Board then enters into negotiations with 

the producers of pig-iron for the total quantity needed by the 
association, and after securing the best possible terms, must 
submit them to a general meeting of the syndicate, the final 
purchase being made only after the approval of that body has been 
secured. Each member must then make its own contract and 
alone is liable for taking the quantity bought. At least six weeks 
before the beginning of a new quarter the works report their 
requirements of different grades of pig-iron to the Board of 
Managers. If it proves impossible, temporarily, to cover the 
requirements reported, the tonnage is cut down in favour of those 
who reported in time. 

“* Whenever individual works desire to buy beyond one quarter 
of a year the management must carry out the order, but must first 
notify all the other members. The management has no right to 
buy for delivery beyond half a year. 


>) 
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“ An interesting provision deals with those quantities of iron 
which the association buys from furnaces independent of the pig- 
iron syndicate or from foreign makers at a price above that of the 
syndicate. The excess price is refunded to those buyers who have 
contracted with the furnaces not controlled by the pig-iron 
syndicate. 

“This sketch of the main features of the plan of the pig-iron 
re association shows that it has been very carefully thought 
out, It proves that the consumers who must rely upon the open 
market have felt the necessity of co-operating in order to counteract 
the power which the united furnace interests were able to and 
did wield, and which was keenly felt, particularly by those who, 
as producers of more highly finished goods, had no affiliations 
with furnace interests, which some of their competitors enjoyed. 
Of course, the movement may be regarded as experimental, but it 
is significant that the idea is being seriously entertained by 
others interested in cognate branches of the German iron trade.” 


COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN FRANCE AND 
THE ZANZIBAR PROTECTORATE. 


A commercial Convention between France and Zanzibar was 
signed in London under date of the 27th June, 1901, and ratifica- 
tion, under date of the 22nd February, 1902, have now been 
exchanged. 

The above Convention provides that the valuation for duty 
hitherto fixed at 25s. per case of 12 bottles of brandy (or liqueur), 
the produce of France or of her Colonies, imported into Zanzibar, 
shall be reduced to 20s. per case, and that, on the other hand, 
articles the produce of Zanzibar imported into France, or into her 
Colonial possessions, shall enjoy the most-favoured-nation treat- 
ment. 


, 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF GALVESTON (TEXAS.) 


A despatch dated 11th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Consul at Galveston, reporting that it has 
recently been announced by the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Pacific Railway Company that, within three months, at 
most, from that date, all goods carried by that Company, destined 
for Texas, Colorado, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Mexico Proper, 
California, the Pacific Coast, the Sandwich Islands, China, and 
Japan, will be forwarded via Galveston. 

This means that the headquarters of the railway system, now at 
Houston, Texas, and that of the steamship system, now at New 
Orleans, will be concentrated at Galveston. 

If carried Out in its entirety—and there is every reason to 
suppose that, in course of time, it will be—this scheme contem- 
plates a ship-repairing plant, large storage and refrigerator 
warehouses, a cotton compress, grain elevators, &c., in addition to 
the great docks and terminals now in existence. It is difficult 
to over-rate the importance of this action to the town of Galveston. 

Apart from the natural increase to the population which will 
undoubtedly follow the employment of some 2,000 or 3,000 men 
by the Company—and it is estimated that to do the business 
this number will be required—it is of great value to the 
community as indicating, in no uncertain way, the faith of a very 
large and important corporation in the future and safety of the 
port. 

Coming, as it does, at a time of natural depression and reaction 
after the efforts of last year to neutralise the effects of the deplorable 
storm of September, 1900, nothing could have been more calculated 
to revive the courage of the people and confirm their belief—at 
times somewhat shaken—that Galveston is destined to be even 
more important than now as the port of the great South-West. 

It is estimated by good authorities that over 4,000 tons of 
merchandise a day will be dealt with at the wharves of the Southern 
Pacific Railway Company at Galveston as soon as the business 
gets into full running order, and this, too, day in and day out 
throughout the year. 

Galveston is some 360 miles nearer the Pacific Coast via the 
Southern Pacific Railway than New Orleans, and, as it is estimated 
that merchandise can be carried three miles by water for the same 
cost as one mile by rail, the approximate gain in cost to the 
Company is that based on somewhat over 1,000 miles, not to 
speak of a gain in time. 


“ie 
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_. TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


According to a General Order (No. 12 of 1902) recently issued by 
the Commissioners of H.M. Customs for the 
Drawback on =— guidance of their officers, castor and icing sugar 
Export of Castor made in the United Kingdom from duty-paid 
and Icing Sugar. foreign refined sugar may be exported on draw- 
back, as well as that made from home refined 
sugar, subject to compliance with the regulations as to shipment 
laid down by General Order No. 65 of 1901. Copies of both the 
1901 and present Orders may be seen by those interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


BERMUDA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Bermuda Supply 
and Appropriation Act, 1901-2 (No. 2 of 1901), 
Customs Tariff. providing for the imposition of duties on articles 
imported into the Colony during the year ended 

30th June, 1902. 


The present Act re-imposes all duties previously in force,* except 
that certain articles which have hitherto been liable under the 
“‘unenumerated” rate to a duty of 5 per cent. ad val. are now 
— distinguished in the Tariff, and are liable to duty as 
ollows : 


Import Duty 
Articles. 
Bananas, from Ist December to Ist J une Free. 


Articles, the property of any foreign or British Colonial 
Government imported into these islands for use at or in 
connection with any establishment or institution in these 
islands maintained by such Governmeut solely for scientific 
purposes, on proof to the satisfaction of the Receiver-General 

that such articles have been so imported 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal” for 15th November, 1900. 
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ST. LUCIA. 


The Board of esas ney Te a copy of an Order in Council, 

. ate th December, 1901, notifying that the 

Free ee Governor has, with the approval mn the Legisla- 

. ‘Astisien, tive Council, added the following articles to the 

table of exemptions from import duty in the 

ancl Schedule to the Customs Tariff Ordinance, No. 12 of 
1895 :— 

1. Alcohol (pure), chemicals, materials and apparatus imported 
exclusively for medical or other scientific investigations, upon a 
statutory declaration being made to the satisfaction of the treasurer 
that they have been so imported. 

2. Blood stock, imported for breeding purposes or for improving 
the breed of animals in the Colony, upon a statutory declaration 
being made to the satisfaction of the Governor in Council as to 
the qualities of such stock. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


A copy of a resolution passed by the Legislative Council on the 

pe 3rd ult. has been received from the Trinidad 

Duti Port Collector of Customs, amending the rates of 

= duty imposed on certain articles imported into 

the Colony under the Customs Tariff Ordinance, No. 18 of 1895, 
as follows :— 


Rate of 

Import Duty. 
Bread of all kinds, per barrel not exceeding 60 lbs. 1 0 
Vermicelli (including 100 lbs. 
Candles, per 100 Ibs.. a 


Section 4 of the above Ordinance is amended by providing for a 

drawback of duties upon exportation of the 

Drawbacks. above articles, and provision is also made. for 

a drawback of duties on the exportation of the 

following articles manufactured in the Colony, if the Collector of 

Customs is satisfied that they have been made from imported 
materials :— 


Hard bread or crackers, per barrel of not less than 
60 lbs. va 

Vermicelli (including macaroni), per "100 Ibs. 

Candles, per 100 Ibs. . 


noo 
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EGYPT. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 552-3 of 
Valuation of the “Board of Trade Journal” for the 19th 
Woollen $ a December last, relative to a Valuation Tariff* 
in use by the Egyptian Customs Authorities 
for the purpose of assessing Customs duties on imported yarns and 
tissues, it is to be noted that, according to the Egyptian ‘“ Journal 
Officiel ” for the 15th ult., the following further valuations require 
to be added to the list already published :— 
Common woollen white scarves— Valuation.f 
Long... ... 182 milliémest per kilog. 


The same issue of the Egyptian “Journal Officiel”” also contains 
. .@ the following Valuation Tariff* for imported 
—_—— eucltt sugars, which came into force on the 12th ult. 
— and will remain in force for three months or 
until denunciation :— 


Valuation 
Kinds of Sugar. per 100 kilogs.t 

Milliémes.t 
Crystallised or moist, in single or double bags (gross weight) ... 850 
Powdered or centrifugal ,, 890 
Cubes, in boxes (net weight) 970 


* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuations Tariffs, and as 
to the conditions under which they remain in force, see the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 19th December last, p. 551. 

+ Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 

{ Milliémes of the Egyptian £, which = 1/. 0s. 6d. 


NETHERLANDS. 


Referring to the notice which appeared at p. 171 of the “ Journal ” 
for the 23rd January last, relative to the free 


a — admission into the Netherlands of acetates of 
wn, Sp oad “y soda and of lime for use in certain industries, 
gaa the Board of Trade have now received, through 


the Foreign Office, a copy of a further Dutch 
Royal Decree, dated the 27th January last, exempting these acetates 
from duty on importation into the Netherlands when required as 
ingredients in the dyeing and printing of textile fabrics. 

A translation of this Decree, specifying the conditions under 
which exemption is granted, may be seen by those interested 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


| 
q 
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RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
pathiien ete translation of an Annex to the new Russian 
Customs Regulations*, containing a list of 


gad bs er articles which, while subject to duty according 
7 wk to weight, may be declared by number in the 
Poa “inspection documents” referred to in those 


regulations. 
The following are the articles named in this list :— 


Articles. 


58 (1) b| Wood, of common kinds, in blocks, in beams, hewn or sawn (exceeding 
2 in, in thickness). 

58 (1) c| Wood in pianks and scantlings (exceeding } in., and not exceeding 2 in. 
in thickness), not planed. 

58 (2) | Wood, of superior kinds, in scantlings, billets, and boards, 

59 (1) | Wooden wares, having carpenters’ finish. 

59(2) | Barrels. 

61 — | Furniture, of all kinds (except detached parts), whether upholstered or 
not, 

66 (3) | Stone slabs, scantlings, grind and polishing stones of natural grinding- 
stone, whether worked or unfinished. 

66 (4) | Stone slabs, sawn or split, without further finish; slabs cut in squares 
or rounds ; stones with sawn unfinished surfaces ; blocks of a thickness 
exceeding 5 vershoks (8 ins.). 


Similar slabs of a thickness not exceeding 5 vershoks (8 ins.). 


66 (6) | Millstones in the form of grey stones or of grind-stone. 

72(1) | Common bricks. 

72 (2) | Fire bricks ; roofing tiles without sculpture or ornamentation ; slabs of 
fire clay ; stock bricks. 

73 Earthen drainage or water pipes. 

741) | Stove tiles and ornaments; glazed bricks and tiles; clay slabs for 
paving or walls, of uniform colour. 

159 Firearms (not including accessories for firearms). 

167 Sewing machines, complete, put together. 

172 (4) | Musical instruments of all kinds (mot inciuding appurtenances for 
musical instruments). . 
209(7) | Ladies’ hats and other head-dresses of all kinds, trimmed. 

210(3) | Leather and lacquered hats. 


* A translation of these regulations has been published as No. 569 of ‘‘ Miscel- 
laneous Series ” of papers issued by the Foreign Office. 


FRANCE. 
With reference to notices which have appeared in previous issues 
‘ . 1” relative to the French import 
Teport Duties of the “ Journal ” relative to po 


. duties on “colonial produce,” the Board of 
on “Colonial == Tyade have now received, through the Foreign 


Produce.” Office, a copy of a Law, dated the 22nd February, 


| aand 
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1902, and published in the “ Journal Officiel” for the 23rd ult., of 
which the following is a translation :— 

Article 1.—The Government is authorised to accord provisionally, 
by Decree, the application of the Minimum Tariff for “ colonial 
produce ” to imports from :— 

(i.) China, Corea, Siam, Abyssinia, Liberia, Hong-Kong, the 
Straits Settlements, and the Federated Malay States, so long as 
French merchandise enjoys equivalent advantages and most- 
favoured-nation treatment in those States or territories; and 

(ii.) For the period of one year, commencing on the 24th Feb- 


ruary, 1902, to imports from the United States of America, Porto 


Rico, Peru, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras, British India, Ceylon, 

Mauritius, Seychelles, Jamaica, the Dutch East Indies, German 

Possessions in Africa, and the Spanish Possessions of Fernando 

ne Annobon, Corisco and Elebey, and on the Western Coast of 
ca. 

Article 2.—“ Colonial products” admitted into Customs warchouse 
as being the produce of a country enjoying the Minimum Tariff at 
the time of entry into warehouse shall benefit by the application of 
that Tariff on their removal, even when the country of production 
—- the interval become subject to the operation of the General 


FRANCE-— MADAGASCAR. 


The “ Journal Officiel de Madagascar” for the 25th December last 
3 contains the text of three proclamations of the 
a Military Governor of Madagascar, promulgating 
tant : in the island and its dependencies several 
French Decrees and Laws modifying the 
general Customs Tariff of France, which is also, with certain 
exceptions, in force in Madagascar. The following are the 
principal of these Decrees and Laws :— 

Decree of the 28th May, 1898, authorising the importation of 
pork products and lard of United States origin at the rates of the 
Minimum Tariff. 

Law of the 10th July, 1899, fixing the duty leviable on perman- 
ganate of potash under the General Tariff at 55 frs. per 100 kilogs., 
and under the Minimum Tariff at 35 frs. per 100 kilogs. 

Law of the 24th February, 1900, modifying the Customs Tariff 
so far as regards the rates of duty leviable on “colonial produce.” 
(See “Board of Trade Journal” for the 8th March, 1900, 
pp. 529-30.) 

(Note.—The Law of the 17th July, 1900, reducing the duty on 
coffee in the bean on account of the French modus vivendi with 
Brazil, has already been put into force in Madagascar.) 
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Law of the 26th July, 1901, imposing a surtax of 2 frs. per 
100 kilogs. on dried figs of European origin, imported otherwise 
than from the country of production. (See “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” for the 12th September, 1901, p. 569.) 

Law of the 29th December, 1900, article 1, paragraph 5, fixing 
the Consumption duty on spirits at the rate of 220 frs. per 
hectolitre of absolute alcohol. 


FRANCE—CONGO FREE STATE. 
COSTA RICA. 
” DENMARK (DANISH WEST INDIES). 


The French “ the 22nd ult. announces the 
: ratification of Commercial Conventions between 

Commercial France on the one side, and 

The Congo Free State, 

Costa Rica, and 

Denmark (on behalf of the Danish West Indies) 
on the other, under which “colonial produce” of the countries 
named is to be admitted into France at the lowest rates of duty 
granted to any foreign country. 


Conventions. 


SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of the “Gaceta de 
Pa: t of Madrid” for the 23rd ult. containing the text 
Im: ition -" of a new Spanish Law, which received the 
poss in Articles °Ya! assent on the 22nd ult., and was to come 
in Gold, into operation on the Ist inst., requiring the 
payment in gold of Customs’ duties upon cer- 
tain articles on their importation into Spain. The Bill proposin 
to make legislative provision to this effect, and in virtue of whic 
payment in gold of the duties on most of the articles mentioned 
below has been temporarily enforced, was referred to in notices 
which appeared at-pp. 455 and 497 of the “ Journal” for the 5th 
and 12th December last. The following are the chief provisions of 
the Law as now enacted :— ; 
Article 1.—All the duties of exportation and the duties of im- 
portation on the merchandise comprised in the following sections 
of the Tariff shall be paid in gold :— 
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* 
. N ry Articles, 


6 | Coal and coke. 
8-10 | Petroleum and mineral oils. 
..11 | Oleonaphthas, mineral lubricating oils, vaselines, and mixtures of these 
products with animal or vegetable oils or greases. 
12 | Benzine, gasoline, and other similar products. 
306 | Ceaches and berlins with four seats, and light carriages with two 
“tableros” and bowxes, with or without hoods; new, used, or repaired. 
807 | Berlins with two seats, with or without folding seats ; omnibuses with 
more than 15 seats, and diligences : new, used, or repaired. : 
308 | Other two or fowr-wheeled carriages, without “ tableros,” with or without 
hoods, without regard to number of seats ; omnibuses up to 15 seats, 
and =— not specified in the preceding classes; new, weed, or 
repaired. 
316 | Steel or iron or composite vessels, of any tonnage. 
324 | Cod and stockfish. 
325 | Fish powder. 
332 | Wheat. 
333 | Wheat flour. 
336 | Cereals not separately tariffed. 
342-3 | Cocoa in the bean, not roasted, and cocoa husks, of any origin. 
344 | Cocoa, roasted, ground, or in paste ; also cocoa butter. 
345-6 | Coffee, in the bean, not roasted, of any origin. ae 
347 | Coffee, roasted, ground; chicory, roasted or not, and other similar 
products, 
348 | Cinnamon of all kinds, and imitations thereof. 
349 | Pepper, cloves, and other spices, and imitations thereof. 
350 | Tea and imitations thereof, and yerba maté. 
355-9 | Wines of all kinds, in barrels or in bottles. 


* Articles which were not named in the Bill as originally introduced into the 
Cortes (and published in the “Board of Trade Journal” for the 5th December . 
last), are printed in italic type. 


Article 2.—A reduction shall be allowed in payments of the 
above-mentioned duties corresponding to the average rate of 
exchange on foreign countries. By “average rate of exchange” 
is meant the premium in Madrid upon bills at sight on Paris, 
according to the “Bulletin of the Madrid Bourse,” in the period 
preceding that in which payment of the import or export duties is 
effected. The Minister of Finance shall fix, on the 15th and on 
the last day of each month, the said average rate of exchange, and 
the reduction to be made on payments of duties during the 
succeeding period ; these rates of exchange to be published in the 
“Gaceta de Madrid.” 

Article 3.—In the payment of duties in gold the following are 
to be admitted at their full face value :— 

Gold coins of Spanish currency. 

Gold coins of the countries forming the Latin Union. 

Bank notes of the Bank of France. 

Bills of exchange or cheques on Paris, London, Brussels, or Berlin, 
provided they are made payable in francs, pounds sterling, francs, 
or marks respectively, and are duly guaranteed. 
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Article 4.—In the payment of duties in gold fractional sums of 
less than 10 pesetas may be paid in Spanish currency, which will. 
be taken at its full nominal value. 

Article 5.—Payments made or to be made in virtue of the Royal 
Decree of the 30th November last are to be considered as definitive. 


According to a Royal Order containing regulations for the carrying 
Regulations out of the above Law, which appears in the, 
whit te con 7 issue of the “Gaceta de Madrid,” the 
pane rate of reduction applicable to the payment of 
. duties upon goods imported into Spain will be 

that in force at the date of the shipment of the goods for Spain. 
The complete text (in Spanish) of the Law, and of the Royal 
Order containing regulations applying its provisions, may be seen 
by those interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 


hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Referring to the notice on pp. 447-8, it is to be observed that the 
“ Gaceta de Madrid” of 1st instant contains a 


ng Royal Order declaring 36-43 per cent. to be the. 
ment of nin average rate of exchange (premium of exchange 
oats we aa. on Paris) for the second fortnight of February, 


and that in consequence a reduction of 27 per 
cent. upon settlements of duties which have to be paid in gold 
during the first fortnight of the present month will be made. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is a copy of acircular issued by the Treasury Depart- 
tire ment of the United States on the 30th January 
Duti 5 last to officers of Customs and others concerned 
respecting the rates of the additional duties to 
al be levied on sugars produced in Austria- 
Austria-Hungary. Hungary. 
“Tn pursuance of the provisions of section 5 of the Act of 
“ the 24th July, 1897, the following amounts of bounties paid or 
“* bestowed by Austria-Hungary on the export of sugars are hereby 
“‘ declared for the assessment of additional duties, viz. :— 
“1. On sugar under 99°3 per cent., and not less than 90 
“ per cent. polarisation, 2°47 crowns per 100 kilogs. 
“© 2. On sugar of at least 99°3 per cent. polarisation 3°55 crowns 
“ per 100 kilogs. 
“ The liquidation of entries covering sugars produced in Austria- 
“ Hungary on or after Ist August, 1901, may be suspended until 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Mar. 6, 1902, 


“the next ascertainment and proclamation under the provisions 
“ of said section 5. The duties on such entries will be estimated 
“ on the basis of the bounties herein specified, and will be liquidated 
* on the basis of the bounties to be declared hereafter.” 


According to the same circular, in the assessment of additional 
duty under Section 5 of the Tariff, the amount 
somone of such additional duty must equal the net 
Po raat oe amount of bounty paid on the merchandise 
—- imported, regardless of any change in its condi- 
tion after exportation and prior to importation. Consequently, in 
order to ascertain the amount of bounty paid on a cargo of sugar the 
weight upon which bounty was paid and not the landed weight 
must be taken as a basis. A difference between the exported 
weight and the landed weight is not prima facie evidence of the 
non-importation of the merchandise upon which the bounty was 
paid, and the burden of proof is on the importer to show that 
the amount of bounty estimated by the liquidating officer was not 
paid on the merchandise imported. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
of the Customs Tariff and Customs Regulations 
Customs Decisions. of the United States, which have recently been 
published by the Treasury Department at 
ee for the guidance of United States Customs officers and 
others :— 

Hides.—It is the duty of the United States Appraising Officers 
to appraise merchandise in the condition in which imported and 
not in the condition in which invoiced and shipped. In this 
connection, hides shipped in a wet or green state are usually found 
on arrival at the port of debarkation to have dried or shrunk 
on the voyage, their weight being thus reduced, while their value 
is increased. In such cases, the Appraiser’s advanced valuation 
being due solely to the shrinkage of the hides after shipment, and 
the changed condition being beyond the control either of importer 
or exporter, it is held that the advance is not to be considered as 
an advance per se to make market value, and the additional duty 
required by Section 32 of the Tariff Law is not, therefore, to be 
levied in such cases. 

Lemons in bowes.—The actual net weight of lemons imported in 
boxes is to be found by weighing, separately, a sufficient number 
of representative packages of the different lines, the gross weight 
to be marked on each box tested. The total gross weights of the 
several lines is to be obtained by multiplying the average weights 
ascertained for each line by the number of boxes in each line; and 
the tare is to be found by weighing a sufficient number of empty 
boxes of each size. 
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Signature of declaration on invoices.—Whenever merchandise is 
actually purchased, the invoice and declaration endorsed thereon 
must be signed by the purchaser or his duly authorised agent. 
The due authorisation of a commission merchant abroad by a 
resident in the United States to make purchases on his account 
and sign the invoice, is held to be a sufficient authorisation of such 
agent to sign the declaration also. 


Hand-made printing paper is dutiable as hand-made paper, 
under paragraph 401 of the Tariff, and not as printing paper, 
under paragraph 396. 


Turkish towels and wash cloths, made of cotton or flax, with an 
uncut loop or pile, are not dutiable as “ pile fabrics,” under para- 
graph 315 of the Tariff, the term “ pile fabrics” being limited to 
articles or fabrics similar to plushes and velvets; but are dutiable 
either under paragraph 322 or under paragraph 347 of the Tariff, 
according to material, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Dentists’ cement.—“ Formagen,” consisting of two separate 
compounds, one a powder and the other a mixture of formaldehyd, 
oil of cloves, and creosote, designed to be used together and known 
commercially as “ dentists’ cement,” is dutiable at the rate of 
20 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 89 of the Tariff, as 
“ other cement.” 

A compound of formaldehyd, oil of cloves, and creosote, intended. 
for use as an ingredient in “ dentists’ cement,” and also serving as 
an antiseptic, is, if separately imported, dutiable under paragraph 
68 as a non-alcoholic medicinal preparation, at the rate of 25 per 
cent. ad valorem. 


Travelling rolls composed in chief value of cotton or linen, but in 
art also of wool, are dutiable under paragraphs 322 or 347 of the 
Taniff according as cotton or linen is the material of chief value, 
at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. The proviso in paragraph 
391 (in the silk schedule of the Tariff), that “ all manufactures, of 
which wool is a component material, shall be classified and 
assessed for duty as manufactures of wool,” applies only to that. 
paragraph, or at most to the silk schedule only. 

Nickel-plated tin plates.—Tin plates coated or plated with nickel 
are dutiable as tin plates, under paragraph 134 of the Tariff, at the 
rate of 14 cents per lb. 

Wild geese are not dutiable as poultry, but are free of duty as 
“birds and land and waterfowls,” under paragraph 494 of the 
Tariff, ‘ 

French brandy imported from Havana.—Brandy, of French 
origin, purchased in Havana and brought to the United States 
upon a Havana invoice, must be considered as having been 
exported from Cuba, unless a contrary inference is justified by all 
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the facts. It cannot, therefore, enjoy the benefits of the reciprocal 
commercial Agreement with France. To be entitled to the benefits 


_of that Agreement, merchandise must not be diverted at an 


intermediate port in such a way as to become part of the commerce 
of another country, but mere transhipment is held not to constitute 
such a diversion. 

Quillaya or soap-bark siftings.—Siftings which are a by-product 
resulting from the process of cutting up soap bark by machinery, 
and which are less valuable than the crude bark from which they 
are derived, are free of duty, under paragraph 548 of the Tariff, as 
crude drugs “ not advanced in value or condition by refining or 
grinding, or by other process, and not specially provided for.” 


BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul-General 


, gente at Rio de Janeiro with reference to the require- 
inp Deleterious ents of the Brazilian Law respecting articles 
mcrae of food or beverages which, on analysis, are 


found to contain ingredients likely to be in- 
jurious to health, such as boric or salicylic acid, alcohol of inferior 
quality, and sulphuric and other free mineral acids. 

Until recently the application of this Law has chiefly affected 
spirits, erated waters, &c., but by a clause in the last Budget Law 
its action appears to have been extended, as the clause in question 
provides that all imported beverages and foodstuffs, without 
exception, must now be tested by the Analytical Department before 
clearance through the Customs. Such goods as are found to 
contain deleterious ingredients in whatever quantity must be 
destroyed by the authorities or re-exported. In addition, in cases 
where re-exportation is not effected, the consignees will be fined. 
Articles such as jams, sausages, hams, &c., have already been 
condemned under this new clause. 

As the slightest trace of prohibited admixtures is sufficient to 
cause the condemnation of the articles containing them, even 
though they are present only as preservatives or are inseparable from 
their production, merchants and others should be on their guard 
against shipping on consignment to Brazil any articles which may 
be liable to be challenged by the Analytical Department. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


According to “Indian Engineering” of 11th January last, Sir 
Bradford Leslie, K.C.I.E., has submitted a. 


ns ys scheme to the Port Commissioners of Bombay 
pun for the shipment of coal at that port, which has 
at Bombay. 


many novel and interesting features, notably in 
the fact that, instead of steam, hydraulic or electric power being 
used, he utilises the potential energy stored in a number of tipping 
buckets by a small army of coolies. The scheme may be briefly 
described as follows :— 

The plant consists of a hand-fed conveyor which transports the 
coal from the quay to the ship’s hold in a series of selt-righting 
tip buckets, and the weight of the coal in descending into the 
hold of the ship is sufficient to work the conveyor continuously 
when once started. The great advantage claimed for this system 
is that as the tip buckets discharge at the bottom of the hold, the 
liability to break the coal and so reduce its value is reduced to a 
minimum. 

With the apparatus and number of men it is calculated that 
500 tons of coal per hour can be easily shipped, and by heaping 
the buckets the delivery can be increased to 600 tons per hour. 


NORTHERN NIGERIA. 


In a recent report to the Colonial Office, General Sir F. Lugard, 
Railwa High Commissioner of Northern Nigeria, points 
Devel hae out that so vast an area as Nigeria, comprising 
sis tl in all some 380,000 square miles (of which 
Northern Nigeria contains about 320,000) cannot be commercially 
developed except by railways. . . . . Further on in his 
report he writes as follows: ‘“‘ Railways are essential for purposes 
of internal administration by facilitating communication. So vast 
a country cannot be served by a single railway. The Lagos 
Railway has reached Ibadan, 123 miles from the coast, and only 
about 150 miles of comparatively easy country now separate it from 
the Niger. It may be advisable to make a branch line from 
Ibadan to Sapele, where a good port is available (whereas it is 
calculated that it will cost nearly a million to remove the bar at 
Lagos) and the branch line would pass through a rich and 
populous country. ' 

“In my view the question as to whether this branch line to 
Sapele should be made, or whether the port of Lagos should be 
improved, is a matter apart, to be decided by a comparison of cost 
and a balance of advantages, and it should not interfere with the 
forward progress of the line now that it has been completed as far 
as Ibadan. The line should be carried forward without delay to 
Illorin, and whether it should be taken thence to Jebba or to 
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Egbaji, must be decided by surveys as soon as possible. The 
Lagos Railway, extended eventually to Kano and Katsena, would 
develop the western territories, and assist in their defence from 
possible aggression in that direction. An eastern railway, from the 
fine port of Old Calabar, would have Lake Chad as its ultimate 
objective, and would protect the eastern frontiers. 

“Whether or not these views recommend themselves, it is, I 
think, of great importance that a railway policy should be settled, 
for much can be done in the way of surveys and road making to 
prepare the way for a coming railway, and such a definite policy 
would be of the utmost use to local administrators in determining 
the lines of development and progress. I have strongly urged the 
sera importance of at once deciding at what point the Lagos 

ilway shall cross the Niger, looking, on the one hand to the 
magnitude of the task in bridging the river, and on the other hand 
to the comparative feasibility of alternative routes (from the point 
at which the line crosses) to the north towards Kano. No time, I 
think, should be lost in making these surveys, and in obtaining the 
best expert opinion as to the bridging work, for on that decision 
will largely depend the policy in the Protectorate. 

“It may also be borne in mind that once the point at which the 
railway will cross the river is decided, railway material can, if 
desired, be more cheaply brought to that point by steamers direct 
from England at high river, than it could be by rail from Lagos, 
even when the Lagos Railway reaches the river. Construction 
northwards and southwards (to meet the Lagos line) can be 
simultaneously undertaken from that point, nor indeed is it 
necessary to delay the forward progress till the bridge (which will 
be necessary eventually) is constructed. In fact, so far as the 
development of Northern Nigeria is concerned, the need is for a 
railway from the Niger banks to Kano, and not for connection with 
Lagos. The Lagos Railway will, beyond doubt, benefit Lagos, but 
since Northern Nigeria has the waterway of the Niger for the 
export of its produce, and since water carriage is cheaper than 
railage, it is not clear what benefit to its trade the Lagos Railway 
will confer. Every yard, however, of a railway from the Niger to 
Kano would, by superseding the present caravan transport, tend 
greatly to promote the development of trade.” 


SIAM. 


A despatch, dated 11th January last, has been received at the 
Shipping at Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Bangkok, 
Tis 1901 transmitting a table showing the number and 
Bang. * tonnage of vessels of each nationality which 


have entered Bangkok during each of the years 1899, 1900 and 
1901. This document has been drawn up by Mr. E. Ambrose 
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Assistant Director-General of the Siamese Customs, who states 
that preparations are being made to run a new line of steamers 
under the Norwegian flag from Bangkok to Hong-Kong and 


Singapore. 
e subjoined table shows the total number and tonnage of 
» i steamers and sailing ships entered at Bangkok in 1901, as 


compared with the two preceding years :— 


1899. 1900. 1901. 
of Flag. Saili 
ing Sailing Sailin; 
Steamers. Ships. Steamers. Ships. Steamers. Ships. 
No.| Tons, | No.| Tons, || No.| Tons. | No.| Tons. || No.| Tons. | No.| Tons 
British ...|298 |267,967| 3 | 3,055 ||168 |141,370} 1 486 ||151 |130,306; —| — 
« German ...| 74 | 67,681) 4 | 7,848 |185,577| 1 | 1,638 |289,151) — 
French ...| 26 | 9,776) — — 26 | 9,763; 1 375 || 27 | 10,355; 2 684 
Norwegian | 12 | 10,522| 10 | 5,315|| 18 | 18,810) 7 | 3,845 || 90 | 80,935| 11 | 5,867 
Dutch 14} — 16 | 6154;—| — 15| 6,485);—| — 
Danish ...| 9 | 12,349); —| — 4) — 5] 9,237) 1 381 
Siamese ...| 7 | 3,832) 1 308 || 11 | 5,236) 2 616 || 10} 4,583) 1 308 | 
Japanese... 1 | 2,096; —| — — |j—-| — —-| |j-!| — 
Russian 1 507|| 6,001;—|; — 4,505) — | 
Swedish — 1 | — 1 469 || 1 989; — 
Belgian — — — — 1] 1,291;—; — 
Austrian... —| — — — — 2) — 
Total .../442 |380,153/ 20 | 17,565 440 |872,966| 14 | 7,511 |/576 |540,808| 15 | 7,240 
» 


NorE.—There were entered at the port of Bangkok junks to the number of 63 
in 1899, 52 in 1900, and 46 in 1901. 


CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The United States Consul at Annaberg reports that a company is 
, being organised in Germany (to be known as 
ee aoe the Central African Lakes Company) to create 
a regular transport service from the coast to 
N a Lake Nyassa and thence to Lake Tanganyika, 
tonsa employing 8,000 native carriers. A contract 


Tanganyika. has already been made with the Transconti- | 
nental Telegraph Company for the transport of the telegraph 
materials which will be required for the construction of the line in 
German territory. | 
The Company will also be entrusted with the work of 
transporting goods for the German Government, for the In- 
dependent State of the Congo, and for the Katanga Company, as | 
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well as for the numerous missionary stations in the country over 
which it is to operate. 
On Lakes Nyassa and maven. two German steamers and 


several dhows will be employed, and the company also proposes to 


exploit the gold fields and coal deposits in German East Africa, 
and to deveiop the salt and nitrate industry in this territory. 


CHINA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
——e Minister at Peking, reporting that H.M. 
Opening Consul-General at Tien-tsin informed him, on 
of Ch'in WangTao. +1. 16th December last, by telegraph, that the 
Commissioner of Customs at that port had notified the Consuls 
that Ch’in Wang Tao was open to trade from the 15th December, 
and had asked that, in the absence of a Consular Representative, 
the Customs authorities be authorized to receive ships’ papers, &c. 
H.M. Minister adds that he has instructed Mr. Hopkins to 
authorize this arrangement for British shipping. 


MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The total output of petroleum in Burma (according to “ Indian 

Engineering ”’) last year was close on 37 million 

in at a little over 21} lakhs of 

. B — rupees. The out-turn from the Yenangyaung 

wells increased by about five million gallons, 

whilst at Yenangyat and in the Arakan Division the out-turn was 
less than the previous year. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the 

rt Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, a 

a return by the Controller of Customs at Cape 

™ Town, showing the quantity and value of 

diamonds exported from Cape Colony during 

the year ended 31st December last as compared with the preceding 
year :— 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 
Export of Diamonds in 1900 and 1901. 
Quantity. Value. 
To 
1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. 
Carats. Carats. 
United Kingdom ... _..._ 1,882,673 | 2,625,212 | 3,433,636 | 4,877,042 
Natal 60 360 120 954 
Belgium wid 3 13,460 25 51,973 
France aa 16 112 
Sweden... “i 13 10 51 20 
Other countries ‘iad 1 3 
Total ... | 2,539,059 | 38,433,832 | 4,930,104 
NATAL. 


According to the “Natal Mercury” of 31st January last, the 

output of coal in Natal last year amounted to 

Coal a in 567,460 tons, which is the highest yet recorded 

F in any single year for the Colony. This out- 

put was contributed by 17 different collieries, but only nine of the 

number contributed regularly each month to the total. The con- 

tributions range from the 122,994 tons of the Natal Navigation 

Colliery for the year, to 283 tons of the Natal Coal Estate 
Syndicate. 


GERMANY. 
The following table, showing the production of fuel of all 
. kinds in Germany in 1901, is taken from the 
Production of 


Fuel in 1901. ‘‘Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” of 6th ult.:— 


Coal. Lignite. Coke. Briquettes. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, 

Prussia .| 100,991,411 | 37,856,813 9,099,757 8,131,324 
Bavaria 1,203,647 24,365 
Saxony ‘ 4,411,370 1,626,928 62,978 209,495 
Hesse ix 807.088 738 47,050 
Brunswick ... 1,566,581 310,146 
Saxe - Meiningen, Coburg- 

Gotha, &e, 12,880 58,872 1,691 
Saxe-Altenburg 2,188,335 417,064 
Anhalt 1,363,833 134,382 
Alsace-Lorraine ... 1,202,871 
Baden, Mecklenburg- 

Schwerin and Reuz 2,830 12,210 a 300 

Total, 1901 .| 107,825,009 | 44,505,025 9,163,473 9,251,452 


4) 
vig 
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BELGIUM. 


The following table, showing the quantities of the various kinds of 
Trade in metallurgical products imported into and ex- 


‘. ported from Belgium, is compiled from the 
omy December number of the Belgian Monthly 4 
| Accounts of Trade :— 
1901. 
G 
Imports. Exports. 
i 1900. 1901 1900 1901. 
q 
: Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
| Iron ores ...  ... 2,528,015 | 1,768,956 420,179 327,298 
q Cast steel, raw... 4,252 13,760 584 138 vi« 
q Steel blooms and slabs_... 11,189 41,625 217 14 
» billets and 4,264 13,061 173 138 
q 21,365 33,779 4,991 6,686 
q » girders ° 818 1,239 44,026 14,380 
| » Tails ... me 1,407 791 64,058 114,751 
» in sheets 2,702 2,403 ose 13,090 
nails ... =e 2 1 | 0,921 13,992 
” manufactured 1,292 2,083 17,986 22,430 
q various a 16,288 10,026 19,4738 13,704 
1 Pig, raw... 305,668 165,781 8,252 16,082 
i Cast-iron wares... 4,005 7,708 27,062 23,721 
Scrap iron ... 62,053 49,048 48,736 29,924 
i Puddled iron 1,030 9,990 842 319 
4 Iron wire ... 2,962 3,984 1,781 1,020 
| » girders 1,493 9,390 36,038 8,754 
» Tails 574 294 217 3,459 
» in sheets 11,999 8,589 , 60,925 57,593 
696 786 2,837 2,942 
manufactured 7,237 10,912 62,442 48,074 
Unenumerated 14,725 13,171 170,721 236,902 
Rolling stock for railways 
and tramways— 
Of cast-iron ... = 299 46 930 1,280 
i » wrought-iron and 
1 ove om = 3,741 1,949 50,667 30,300 
Other materials 20 11 85 34 
Machinery— 
Of cast-iron... 33,753 26,822 22,644 16,453 
», Wrought-iron and steel 10,673 8,336 21,650 16,102 
Other materials... ... 2,670 2,457 | 2,124 1,684 
MEXICO. 


A new Law relating to the prospecting for petroleum in Mexico 

. has been published in a report by the United 

pero et for ‘States Consul in Mexico City. Among; its 
provisions are the following :-— 


The Federal Government is authorised to issue ~oncessions for 


| 
iW 
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the exploitation of deposits of petroleum or gaseous carburets of 
hydrogen in vacant or national lands. Permits to explore may be 
issued either to private parties or to companies, and shall be good 
for one year. During that period, no one but the person or 
company will be entitled to prospect in the territory. Prospecting 
permits will be subject to a tax of 5 cents per hectare, payable in 


. stamps on the document. 


The sources or wells discovered must each be capable of producing 
at least 528 gallons of petroleum per day, or, in the same time, 
5,280 gallons of gaseous carburets of hydrogen suitable for fuel. 

The concessions for exploitation will be good for ten years. 
Concessionnaires will enjoy the following privileges :— 

1. The right to export duty free the natural, refined, or prepared 
products resulting from the exploitation. 

2. The right to import duty free on a single occasion machinery 
to refine petroleum or gaseous carburets of hydrogen, and to 
prepare products of all kinds having crude petroleum as their 
base; the necessary piping for this industry and the attachments 
for said piping ; pumps, iron or wooden tanks; iron or wooden 
barrels; gasometers and material for the buildings destined for 
the exploitation of the industry; all these importations to be 
subject to the rules and regulations to be enacted by the Depart- 
ment of Finance. 

3. The capital invested in the exploitation of petroleum or 
gaseous carburets of hydrogen will be free for ten years from all 
federal taxation, with the exception of the stamp tax. 

4, All the products of the exploitation will be entitled to a 
similar exemption until they become the property of third parties. 

The first persons who, in any State or in the territories of 
Tepic of Lower California, discover deposits or wells of petro- 
leum or gaseous carburets of hydrogen, provided that each well 
yields at least 528 gallons every 24 hours, will be privileged in 
such form that for a radius centering at the well where the 
original discovery was made and varying in length in proportion 
to the capital invested in the discovery and other expenses 
incidental to the commencement of exploitation, no other person 
will be entitled to bore prospect wells or to exploit the same 
products. The length of the radius within which this privilege 
is to be enjoyed cannot exceed *9 miles, and shall be fixed in each 
case by the Department of Fomento, in accordance with the rules 
of practice that are to be issued. 

The privilege alluded to in the foregoing section will hold good 
for a length of time proportionate to the capital invested in the 
discovery of the deposit or well of petroleum and to the expenses 
incidental to the commencement of the exploitation. The dura- 
tion in question shall not exceed ten years and shall be fixed in 
each case by the Department of Fomento, in accordance with the 
regulations mentioned in the foregoing section. 


Vif 
| 
| 
| 
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REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA. 


_ In the “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 8th inst., 


: it is stated that three blast furnaces have been 

Tron Smelting puilt in the Republic of Colombia. One 
aatay. company, the Ferreria de Samaca, in the depart- 

ment of Boyaca, built a blast furnace to use coke as fuel and imported 
a good deal of machinery, but as the members were not experienced 
in iron working they gave up when they met their first difficulties 
and the furnace is not running. There is good coal and ore in the 
vicinity. Another company is called the Ferreria de Pacho, and 


* the works are situated 12 leagues from Bogota. The furnace 


built there was to use charcoal, and a rolling mill and foundry 
were built in connection with it. Ores are good in the neighbour- 
hood, but work is suspended at present. The third plant is the only 
one which is making iron at present in the Republic of Colombia. 
The company is the Ferreria de la Pradera. It is situated eight 
leagues from Bogota, and consists of a coke blast furnace capable 
of producing from 30 to 40 tons of iron per day, several puddling 
furnaces, steam hammers, and trains of rolls for turning out rails, 
plates, and light shapes. A machine shop is also connected with 
the works, and it is stated to be the intention later on to engage 
in the manufacture of steel, as the ores are considered to be 
adapted to the production of steel. 


MADAGASCAR. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” of 22nd ult. contains the text of a 
‘ Presidential Decree, promulgating new regula- 
——. tions regarding the prospecting for and the 
— a working of gold and other precious metals, and 
puting precious stones, in Madagascar. 


Pp = con ll These regulations, which are too long to quote 
= ? in extenso, may be seen on application at the 


Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


CHINA. 


The “North China Herald” of _ January last ab that, 
., according to a despatch from Kirin (Central 
= travelling in that region has discovered a rich 
gold bearing district at Sank’6, not far from the city of Hunchun, 
in Kirin province. The discovery was reported by the Japanese 
to the Kirin authorities, the former entering into an agreement 
for the concession with the Chinese Government, and guaranteeing 
to pay an annual royalty of 15 per cent. of the net output. 


| 
q 
| 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Corn Prices. from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week ended the Ist inst., were as follow :— 
Wheat... ove coe 
Barley... one ove 
Oats wee 208, 5d. 
For further particulars see p. 474. 


A statement is published on p. 475, showing the quantities of 
Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
uce. week ended the Ist inst., as well as of the 

imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The following table, showing the acreage under rice cultivation in 

Production of the three counties of British Guiana, and the 

Rice in 1900-01 yield of rice in the Colony in each of the years 

™ "1897-8 to 1900-01, is taken from a recent issue 

of the ‘ West Indian Bulletin,” the Journal of the Imperial 
Agricultural Department for the West Indies :— 


— 1897-8. 1898-9, | 1899-1900.; 1900-1. 

Acreage under Rice Cultivation— Acres. Acres, Acres. Acres. 
Berbice 7,592 4,642 978 6,256 
Demerara ... 4,766 1,520 2,175 3,777 
Essequibo ... sn = wee 3,230 293 2,266 3,635 
Total British Guiana... «| 15,588 6,455 5,419 13,668 

Yield of Rice— Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Paddy or unhusked rice ... «| 20,800 6,374 4,904 14,669 
Equal to clean rice ose | 15,184 4,653 3,603 10,701 

AUSTRALIA. 


The Journal of the Department of Agriculture of Victoria for 
, January last states that the season for tobacco 

Tobaceo Industry oulane fe the Colony promises to be a good 
one, transplanting being completed, the young 
plants holding well, those first planted making satisfactory pro- 
gress. Several parcels of leaf were sold recently at satisfactory 
prices, strips treated at the Government tobacco stemmery bringing 
from 6d. to 8d. per 1b. One parcel of five tons of 1900 and 1901 
seasons’ crop sold at 6d. with the stem in. ‘This crop was 


| 
| 
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grown on the King River. Further inquiries are being made for 
several lots of tobacco, and the prospect of a local market for good 
Victorian leaf is better than it has been for some years. 

_ That a good leaf can be grown has been proved by a few of the 
most careful and progressive growers, and with proper care and 
attention to curing and grading, and the choosing of the best 
me of seed, there is a good future before the tobacco industry 
in Victoria. 


DENMARK. 


The “ Danish Export Review” for January, in an article on the 

, malt industry of the country, notes that, in 
Denmark, malt for brewing beer 

ay. has been the object of manufacture ever since 
this beer was introduced, partly in malt-houses attached to the 
consuming breweries, partly by special malt manufacturers. 
Energetic efforts to produce a high-class quality of Danish barley, 
pre-eminently suitable for the manufacture of malt for Lager beer 
has been attended with success; the extent of the Danish isles 
being very limited, their climate in a high degree participates in 
the nature of a sea climate, a very important agent in growing 
high-class barley for the above purpose, and the soil has proved 
to be exceedingly well adapted for this cereal. 

On Lolland, Falster, Moen, Langeland, and various parts of 
Zeeland and Jutland, barley of excellent quality is being raised, 
which meets with a ready market not only at home but also in 
Norway, Finland, and Germany, and first rate prices are obtained. 

The malt produced in consequence has proved itself in possession 
of eminent qualities, yielding a great amount of extract and an 
ale, which will keep for a long time even under great climatic 
changes, and _ has, little by little, acquired a ready market in 
Denmark and neighbouring countries. To ports in transatlantic 
countries such as, for instance, Brazil and Mexico, as well as to 
Australia and Japan, considerable quantities of Danish malt are 
annually exported for brewing Lager beer, as well as for the light 
Pilsner beer, and a flourishing Danish industry has arisen in this 
branch of late years. 


ITALY. 


According to the “ Bolletino delle Finanze” (Rome) of 16th ult., 
Production of the production of sugar in Italy during the 

in 1901-2, campaign of 1901-2 amounted to 
a “754,900 quintals (76,000 tons) approximately. 
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FRANCE-—INDO-CHINA. 


According to the “‘ Dépéche Coloniale” of 23rd/24th ult., the exports 
Exports of Rice of rice from Cochin-China in 1901 amounted. to 
fs 645,000 tons, as compared with 609,000 and 

ng 678,000 tons respectively in 1900 and 1899. 


tae The following table shows the destination of 
the exports by countries during the last three 
years :-— 
1899. 1900. 1901. 
Tons, Tons, Tons. 
France and French Colonies _... sed 82,206 112,140 118,912 
Other European countries we ia 64,087 36,102 28,544 
Port Said (order) ... 25, B44 28,666 85,438 
Netherlands Indies... ... 88,229 66,972 172,297 
Philippine Islands... «89,700 115,079 146,662 
Hong-Kong ... 328,348 204,487 78,869 
Other Chinese ports ooo eos sis 14,469 480 6,091 
Annam and Tonkin 1,400 10 
Total... Tons 678,248 609,498 645,588 


In 1901 the destination of the rice varied considerably as 
compared with the previous year. Owing to quarantine difficulties, 
Hong-Kong, which was formerly Cochin-China’s best customer, 
took only a very small proportion of the total exports. On the 
other hand, the product found an increased market in France and 
French Colonies. In 1890, out of a total export of 572,000 tons, 
only 40,000 were sent to Europe. The exports to the Netherlands 
Indies and the Philippine Islands in 1901 show large increases. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 
‘UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
_ during the week ended the 27th ult. was 
Cotton Statistics. 88,681, and the number imported during the 
nine weeks ended the 27th ult. was 1,244,047. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 27th 
ult., 9,701 bales, and for the nine weeks, 75,236. 
For further details see p. 474. 


‘ 
| 
| | 


464. THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Mar. 6, 1902. 


Miscellaneous. 


A formal investigation was held at Sunderland on the 18th and 

19th ult. into the circumstances attending 

the Boiler the explosion of a boiler on board the s,s. 

Explosions Act. “ Dungonnell,” at Sunderland, on the 19th 
December last, whereby loss of life ensued. 

The vessel had been undergoing a survey, and on the 17th 
‘December a sludge hole door was put on, the joint being made 
with round packing } in. in diameter. The boiler was subsequently 
tested by hydraulic pressure. 

On the 19th December steam was raised, and about 9 p.m., when 
the pressure was about 50 lbs., part of the jointing material was 
blown out, the engine room and stoke-hole were filled with steam 

and two firemen were killed. 

The Court were of opinion that the explosion was caused by the 
neglect of the Superintending Engineer in making the joint with 
round instead of with flat packing, but having regard to the 
evidence given to the effect that it was not an uncommon practice 
to use round packing, they acquitted him of blame. 

The Court called attention to the investigation in the case of the 
“ Arrow,” held at Milford in 1898, and they intimated that in the 
event of another explosion from a similar cause, they would not 
be able to acquit a person using round packing of blame. 


Inquiries under 


A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Derby, on 
the 20th and 21st ult., into the circumstances attending the 
explosion of a locomotive boiler at Codnor Park on the 19th 
December. 

On the 19th December last the locomotive was coupled to a 
train of full and empty waggons. It was stopped for about five 
minutes, when the boiler exploded, the right hand side of the 
copper fire-box being forced offseven screwed stays and the engine 
driver and fireman were scalded. 

The court found that the explosion was caused by the fire-box 
not being properly stayed and it was consequently unable to resist 
the pressure to which it was subjected, several stays on the right 
and left hand sides of the box being broken. 

The court found that on the 3lst August last the boiler was 
not safe to work at a pressure of 130 lbs. per square inch and that 
the supervision exercised was not satisfactory, as there was no one 
person responsible for the repairs to the locomotives. 

The court found that the explosion was contributed to by the 
neglect of the foreman boiler maker, colliery enginewright, colliery 
manager, foreman fitter, and engine fitter, and for this neglect the 
Company were responsible. They also found that the explosion 
was caused by the neglect of the Company. 

The court ordered the Butterley Company, Limited, to pay the 
sum of 501. towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 
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JAMAICA. 


The “Jamaica Gazette” of 23rd January last contains a Law 
Tax on enacted by the Governor and Legislative 
4 Council of Jamaica repealing the tax on 


Commercial 
commercial travellers enforced by Law 36 
‘of 1899. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


The following tables, showing the values of the imports into and 
the exports from the East Africa Protectorate 

Trade in 1901. at the port of Mombasa in 1901, have been 
compiled from monthly statements published in 
the “ Official Gazette” of the East Africa and Uganda Pro- 


tectorate :— 
Imports. 
Countries whence Imported. Value. 
Rupees. 
United Kingdom ove ose 16, 88, 787 
Other European ‘countries... eee ove 5,51,564 


Total Europe 31,95,013 


United States of America... 2,73,132 


Grand Total eee 52,29,489 


Exports. 
Principal and Other Articles. Value. 
Rupees. 
Gum Copal... ats ase 5,909 
Hides, Horns, &c. ose bas 58,010 
Other articles ... ae me, 2,936 
Total. —11,15,923 


Nors.—Rupee = ls. 4d. (about). 
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AUSTRALIA. 
The “ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” of 3rd ult. publishes 
the text of regulations made under the Immi- 
See gration Restriction Act, 1901,” to take effect 


rs ae on and from the 31st December last. 
These regulations treat, among other things, 


of the powers and duties of Customs officers, and 
of the duties of masters of vessels, under the Act. 

Among the powers and duties of Customs officers ara the 
following :— 

Except as provided in section 6 of the Act, an officer shall not 
allow a prohibited immigrant to enter the Commonwealth. 

For the purpose of medical examination an officer may detain, 
for a period not exceeding 24 hours, in such place and in such 
custody as he thinks fit, any person whom he reasonably supposes 
to be a prohibited immigrant within the meaning of paragraph (c) 
or (d) of section 3 of the Act. 

Any officer may, at any time, enter into or upon any vessel 
other than a public vessel of any Government, and may search, or 
cause a search to be made, in every part of the vessel, for the 
purpose of determining whether any prohibited immigrant is on 
board 


Among the duties of masters mentioned above are the 
following :— 

“The master of every vessel, other than a public vessel of any 
Government, arriving at any port in the Commonwealth, from 
parts beyond the Commonwealth, with any passengers on board 
for that port, shall, before making entry at the Customs, deliver 
to an officer a list of all such passengers, specifying, to the best of 
his knowledge, the name, the nationality, the place of shipment, 
and the calling and occupation of each such passenger. 

“The master of every vessel, other than a public vessel of any 
Government, arriving at a port in the Commonwealth from parts 
beyond the Commonwealth, shall, if required by an officer, deliver 
to an officer a list showing the number and names of the crew, and 
their nationality, and produce the vessel’s articles. 

“'lhe master of every vessel, other than a public vessel of any 
Government, arriving at any port within the Commonwealth, from 
parts beyond the Commonwealth, and having amongst her crew 
any persons not of European race or descent, shall forthwith upon 
arrival, and before making any entry at the Customs, produce for 
the inspection of an officer, a list showing the number and names 
of such persons, and their nationality.” 

The “ Gazette” containing the complete list of regulations may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parlianient Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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DENMARK. 
The “ Danish Export Review” for January last states that the 
breeding of oysters in Denmark is principally 
Oyster Culture. carried on in the “ Limfjorden ” in Jutland. 
The following list shows the aggregate crop 
of late years :— 


Year. No. 
1899-1900 eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 1,009,547 
1901 (to lst December) ... 802,961 


The annual season lasts from 1st of September to 1st of May, 
the price amounts to kr. 6.20 a hundred (standard size) gathered. 
In spite of the high price (lowest wholesale quotation being 15} 
ore each from depot) the demand is constantly increasing. ‘The 
present company, which has taken the lease for a period of five years, 
from the 1st of May, 1900, meditates augmenting the production, 
so as to bring it up to 2,000,000; for this, however, greater 
facilities are required than are available at present. 

The export annually amounts to about 300,000 to Sweden, 
about 20,000 to Norway, the remainder being sold in the home 
market. Ten diver-ships, five dredging, and two transport vessels 
are employed in this industry, besides a vessel for the superin- 
tendent ; a number of smaller fishing boats are moreover kept 
working for some time in dressing the oysters, but for this work . 
no permanent staff is kept. 


BELGIUM. 
The ‘‘ Moniteur Belge” of the 1st January last contains copy of 
the Budget Law of 30th December, 1901. 
Excise on Beer. By Article 4 of this Law it is decreed that 
from 1st January, 1904, the excise on the manu- 
facture of beer will be levied exclusively according to the quantity 
of meal declared. 


FRANCE—MARTINIQUE. 


The following table, showing the total value of the foreign trade of 
Martinique in 1901 as compared with 1900, is 
Trade in 1901. from provisional figures published in the 
Martinique” :— 
B2 


“ Journal Officiel de 
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— 1900. 1901. 
£ £ 
Imports 997,174 1,078,937 
Exports Se 1,086,436 953,091 
sage Total Trade £| 2,083,610 2,032,028 


The decrease in the value of the exports in 1901 is said to be 
the consequence of the crisis in the sugar and rum industries. 


BULGARIA. 

The “Revue d’Orient” of 20th ult. publishes statistics of the 
foreign trade of Bulgaria in 1901, extracted 
from official figures supplied by the Bulgarian 
Direction of Statistics. From the subjoined 
table it will be seen that the value of the exports surpasses that 
of the imports by 12,725,686 francs, and that the former has 
increased by 28,787,180 francs, and the latter by 28,701,973 
francs, as compared with the respective values in the preceding 
ear. 

g The following table shows the value of the total trade of 
Bulgaria during the years 1900 and 1901 :— 


Trade in 1901. 


1900. 1901. 
Francs. Francs. 
Imports ... 46,342,100 70,044,073 
Exports ... 53,982,629 | 82,769,759 
j France| 100,324,729 | 152,813,832 
Total trade... £} 4,013,000 6,113,000 
BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Iquitos, in his report on the trade of that place in 
Trade of 1901, states that there is little of fresh interest 
Iquitos in 1901 to add to former reports. In the early part of 
* the year there was considerable depression in 


trade, principally due to the crisis in Paré and Mandos. Notwith- 
standing this, both imports and exports have been well maintained. 
The exports. especially, consisting almost entirely of rubber, show 
a considerable advance, though exact statistics are not available. 
Jn addition to the ordinary kinds of rubber in this district, a new 


| 
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variety classed as ‘‘ weakfine” has engaged attention, some small 
shipments having been: made, with, it is understood, satisfactory 
results. The trees producing it are said to exist in large numbers 
in many districts. The area from which: fine rubber is being got 
is continually extending, with no diminution of supply from a 
sources. 

One of the most important rivers which have been opened during 
the past year is the Putomayo or Ica, partly in Brazil and partly 
in Peru.. The Alta Maranon and its tributaries are also creating 
a good deal of attention. There can be no doubt that such rivers 
as the Pastaza and Morona, both of which run into the Alta 
Maranon are as rich as any of those already being worked. So far 
they have been little worked, owing to the supposed hostility of 
the Indians living by these rivers. This is being gradually over- 
come, and the risk is now hardly exceptional. Communication b 
direct steamers between Iquitos and Europe has been well 
maintained throughout the year. is ta 

- The concession for the establishment of a wharf, &c.,"to expedite 
the discharge and loading of steamers has been secured by an 
English firm. 


KOREA. 


According to “Commerce” (Tokio) of 15th December last, the 
J Trade Japanese Consul at Seoul reports that the 
an = importation of Japanese goods into Korea shows 
a a remarkable increase since the last Japan- 
China war. Japanese cotton yarns and muslin, it is said, are 
indispensable for the Koreans, and there is a good prospect of an 
increasing demand for these articles. Cotton yarn is the chief 
article in demand. Gold bullion has been almost the only article 
of export in Korea of late, and its exportation to Japan has greatly 
‘augmented since the year before last. It will, it is said, become a 
promising article of export in the future. In short, the amount 
of Korean commerce with Japan may be expected to secure a 
considerable increase both in imports and exports. Japan is still 
keeping up her commercial supremacy. The imports into Korea 
in 1900 stood at 70 per cent. for Japan, 12 per cent. for China, 
and less than 10 per cent. for Manchuria. 


| 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Batley.—The Batley Chamber of Commerce on the 26th ult. 
elected Mr. Frederick William Akeroyd as its president, in succession 
to Mr. A. Bagshaw, and Mr. M. Crothers was appointed vice-president. 
Mr. Akeroyd, in returning thanks, said that the trade outlook had 
improved locally during the past month. The year upon which 
they were entering would be an important one locally and nationally. 
At Batley they expected to see municipal tramways, electrically 
equipped, which would bring the town into closer touch with the 
surrounding districts. Delegates were appointed on the Edinburgh 
and North of England deputation to the Postmaster-General to 
discuss with the right hon. gentleman the question of underground 


‘telegraph cables. The Chamber approved the London Chamber's 


proposal in favour of a municipal franchise for corporations and 
companies, each body to have one vote. 


Belfast.—The formation of a new textile organisation which shall 
represent, in the form of a Chamber of Commerce, the spinning, 
weaving and allied trades, is proposed by the linen merchants of 
Belfast. 

The annual report submitted at the meeting on the 22nd ult., 
says that the year just closed cannot, on the whole, be described as 
showing any marked improvement in trade, as the exports of linen 
manufactures from the United Kingdom have slightly decreased in 
both quantity and value. Exports of linen (piece-goods) from the 
United Kingdom: 1900, 154,708,200 yards, value 3,851,6151. ; 
1901, 150,222,100 yards, value 3,728,8571.; decrease, 4,486,100 
yards, or 2°8 per cent., 122,878/., or 3:1 per cent. 

The linen merchants, it isstated, feel somewhataggrievedthat such 
anomalies as a “four-fold linen” collar—which has but one fold of 
linen on the top— and mixtures like “ linenette,” which may contain 
anything you please in linen from one per cent. upwards, should be 
allowed to exist. In order to safeguard their own reputations, 
therefore, the linen merchants propose that the first thing that the 
new Chamber shall do, shall be to urge that all its linen represen- 
tatives shall use a trade mark or stamp of the Chamber, which will 
signify that the goods are pure linen and nothing else, 


Bradford—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on 26th ult. at the Bradford Exchange, 
Mr. William B. Gordon in the chair. 

Letters were read which had passed between the Chamber and 
the Agent-General for New Zealand with regard to the development 
of the mohair trade. The Agent-General had asked for worked-up 
samples of mohair for the use of the New Zealand Government. 
Mr. Crabtree explained with reference to the letters that he did not 
think it would be any use to send samples of yarns or pieces, 
but he was perfectly willing to get together samples of the raw 


| 

| 
| 
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materials such as it was desired the New Zealand people should 
aim at. He would have the samples ready as soon as possible. 

Other matters under discussion were, Public House Trust 
Company; Sugar tax; British trade in Cuba; The proposed 
German Tariff Bill. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 26th ult. under the 
presidency of Mr. Arthur Lee. 

The President reported that a memorandum had been duly 
forwarded to Lord Strathcona setting forth Bristol’s claims to be 
the port of call on this side of the Atlantic for the new fast Canadian 
Mail Service, and that his lordship had duly acknowledged the 
same by stating that he had forwarded the Chamber’s communica- 
tion to the Minister of Trade and Commerce for the information 
and consideration of himself and his colleagues. It was also 
reported that the Chamber's communication had been favourably 
commented upon by the press generally. 

Among the matters under discussion were the Scotch Mail 
Service, Bristol School of Commerce, the Canal Traffic Bill, 
Dislocation of the Canadian Steamship Service, &c., &c. 


Edinburgh—A general meeting of the Edinburgh Chamber of 
Commerce and Manufacturers was held on the 28th ult., Mr. James 
Cormack, the chairman, presiding. 

Among the matters under discussion were :—The Underground 
Telegraph Cable; the Annual Meeting of the Association of 
Chambers of Commerce; Commercial and Technical Education ; 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act. 


Leeds.—Mr. Henry Cooke, the British Commercial Agent in 
Russia, who has returned to England for the express purpose of 
visiting some of the chief commercial and industrial centres of the 
United Kingdom, visited Leeds on the 25th ult., and addressed the 
members of the Chamber of Commerce on the subject of British 
trade in Russia and the competition it has to meet. 


Halifax.—The monthly meeting of the Council of this Chamber 
was held on 26th ult. at the Town Hall, Halifax, Alderman J. W. 
Smithies (the president) being in the chair. 

Mr. Alfred Whitley reported on a meeting recently convened by 
the Oldham Chamber with regard to the increased growth of cotton. 
He said the meeting proved to be entirely of a preliminary 
character. The need for the inquiry was explained by the fact that 
this country was dependent on America for about five-sixths of 
its cotton supply, a fact which in short crop seasons played into 
the hands of speculators in America, with the result of a cornered 
market and cven stoppage of spindles in this country at such times, 
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A resolution was passed at the meeting requesting every Chamber 
of Commerce to nominate two representatives to serve on a 
committee, whose work it would be to take up the matter where it 
now stands and pursue the enquiry, with a view to getting 
something definite done without delay. The Chamber decided to |! 
appoint Messrs. Alfred Whitley and James Robertshaw (Mytholm- ; 
royd) to serve on the committee. 

| Mr. Henry Cooke, the British Commercial Agent in Russia, 
i attended the meeting, and gave an address on Russian trade, on 
similar lines to that which he delivered to the Leeds Chamber on the 
previous day. 


i Liverpool.—In compliance with a requisition signed by a 
i number of influential firms interested in trade with Cuba, the 
| council of the Chamber of Commerce of Liverpool held a meeting 
on the 25th ult. to confer on the subject with the firms interested. , 
Mr. G. H. Cox, vice-president of the Chamber, presided over the d 

meeting. 


_ Liverpool.— At a monthly meeting of the Council of the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce held on the 28th ult. in the Board room, 
Exchange Buildings, Mr. C. Lancaster presided. 

The attention of the Chamber was called by members to the 

insufficient steamship service between Liverpool and South Africa, 
| and it was complained that trade was being ‘diverted to London 
and Continental ports. Statements have been rendered in support 
i -of the complaint, which have been sent to the Clan line. 
1 The attention of the Chamber was called to the fact that the 
Minister of Finance in Russia had arranged with a German 
shipping firm for a weekly service of steamers from Riga to 
London to carry perishable produce, and that the steamers are 
fitted with refrigerating plant. The matter was referred to the 
Steamship Owners’ Association. They replied that many steam- 
ship companies would establish such a service as that indicated 
‘provided contracts were entered into with substantial people, under 
which the whole of the refrigeration space would be hired for a 
definite term of years. 

Other matters under discussion were—Traffic between England 
and Ireland; The Sugar Tax; British Interests in Bolivia; Cable 
Rates-to India; Trade with Cuba; Underground Telegraph Wires 
—Proposed Liverpool-Emden Direct Wire; Duty on Cotton 
Waste—Russia; Health Certificates—Portugal; Burma Shan 
China Railway; Custom House Delays at Smyrna; Light Dues 
Bill; Cheap Short Date Return Tickets ; International ‘Telegraph 
Conferences ; Telegraphic Rates for Press Messages, &c. 


Newport.—At the monthly meeting of the members of the 
Newport Chamber of Commerce, held on the 26th ult., Mr. W. J. 
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Orders, the president, in the chair, a motion to pass a resolution 
that the Chamber protested against any additional burden being 
placed upon the sugar industry, and requesting the !ocal members 
of Parliament to oppose any further taxation on this commodity, 
was lost by the casting vote of the President. 


Walsall—The 20th annual meeting of the Walsall Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 25th ult., Mr. H. D. Clark presiding. 
In moving the adoption of the annual report, the chairman con- 
gratulated the meeting on the continued commercial prosperity 
both of the district and of the kingdom. There had been a most 
gratifying increase in the trade with the Colonies, though that 
with the Continent and South America had fallen off through the 
unsettled condition at all events of the latter country. There had 
been a little decrease in wages in the iron and steel trades, but 
against that there had been an increase in the building trades, and 
though the official returns were not yet available, he believed that 
the savings bank deposits had largely increased in number and 
amount during the year, so that the whole of the extra money 
earned was not being spent. The report was unanimously adopted. 
Afterwards the retiring members of the Counci! were re-elected for 
the coming year. 


| 
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| Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
\ and 9 Weeks ended 27th February, 1902. 


Week ended 9 Week ended 9 
—_—- 27th Feb., 27th Feb., ~ 
1902 27th Feb., 1903 27th Feb 
| 1902. 19( 2, 
IMPoRTS. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. © No. 
American... 81,649 _:1,051,833 4,763 36,382 
41 42,748 — 600 
1,173 5,038 1,048 2,365 
5,807 136,067 3,827 34,767 7 
Miscellaneous 11 8,361 63 1,122 
Total ... ... 88,681 | 1,244,047 9,701 | 75,236 


Corn Prices. 

| Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
i of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
} and Officers of Excise in the week ended Ist March, 1902, and 


corresponding weeks of the seven previous years, pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. j 


j Average Price. 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

Week ended 1st March, 1902 | 

Correspondirg week in— 

21 6 13 
1898 ... 35 10 28 0 17 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 
| 
4 \ 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
- Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
lst March, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the | 
corresponding week of the previous year. | 
Week ended | Correspond- 
— 1st March, ing week 
| 1902. in 1901. 
Animals, living :— | 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... —«. Number. 7,171 9 205 
Sheep and lambs... ” 8,055 10,584 
Fresh meat :— 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... FA 12,0385 11,683 
Meat,preserved,otherwise thanbyealting 13,912 12,059 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Milk, fresh, in cansorcrums ... ” 454 593 
» condensed ... ove 19,504 24,348 
» preserved, otherkinds ... ... ” 75 460 
Eggs ... ...| Grt. Hundr, 291,738 243,459 | 
Poultry and game ... Value £ 13,863 12,238 
Rabbita, dead (not timed)” 3277 11,207 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Cwis, 938,300 1,326,300 
Wheat-meal and flour ... ” 288,600 463,600 
Maize orIndiancorn ” 728,800 1,045,800 
Fruit, raw :— 
Cwts. 31,996 34,663 
Apricots aud peaches... ” 34 
Cherries ... Cwts, - 
Grapes 272 208 | 
Oranges... 228,739 76,927 
Plums. os ” 43 
Straw* eee eee ” 885 
Locust b:ans* “ay 127,545 
Vegetables, raw :— | 
eae Bushels, 133 678 79,919 
Unenumerated Value £ 10,7 7,356 
Vegetables, dried ... Cwts, 3,015 1,012 i 
Preserved by canning ... eee 2,029 3,224 
* Not shown in 1901, 4 
q 
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~~~ “GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1902, haye been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 6d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives, in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country), and, in. the second volume, 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. ' 

THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th ult.:—The 
Labour Market in 1901: Census of the County of London: 
Workmen’s Co-operation Societies in 1900: Current Rates of 
Wages of Ordinary Day Labourers in Germany, 1897-1901: 


‘Industrial Arbitration Act in New South Wales, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in recently issued Consular Reports of the 
Annual and Miscellaneous Series. 

No. 574. Miscellaneous. Report on Prussian Railways. 

This report by the Hon. R. Collier, Attaché to H.M. Embassy 
at Berlin, after describing the principal lines of railway, the 
Government, private, and “ light railways,” deals with the methods 
of accounting and finance, the fares and goods rates, train service, 
goods traffic, accidents, relations with employés, renewals, signals, 
locomotives and carriages, electric traction, &c. 

The section treating of goods rates describes the special rates 
levied on certain classes of goods, and the preferential rates 
granted—Ist as bounties to certain districts, 2nd as export 
bounties, 3rd for the purpose of competition with foreign transport, 
4th to support special important industries, 5th as a special fuel 
tariff, and 6th for the relief of the distress caused by bad harvests, 
floods, &c.,; &c., and a table is given showing the most important 
additions made since Mr. Gastrell presented his report on 
preferential tariffs in 1897. 
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No. 2745. Annual. Samoa, 


Falling-off in the copra yield 
in 1901. | 

Commencement of cacao 
planting. 

Companies recommended to 
plant india-rubber as well as 
cacao. 

Customs tariff. 

Shortness of leases (10 years) 
a drawback to the profitable 
employment of capital. 

‘Most of the imports come 
from New Zealand, New South 
Wales, and San Francisco. 


Galvanised roofing iron, 
prints, longcloth, handkerchiefs, 
and piece goods for the natives 
form the staple trade. 

All Government communi- 
cations and Court proceedings 
in the German language, but 
English still largely 2) 

he United States Samoan 
Possessions, Tutuila and Manua, 
are only referred to incidentally. 
Native population of these is 
6,000 against 32,000 in German 
Samoa. 


The following reports, issued by the Colonial Office, have 
appeared during the week ended 5th inst. :— 
(346) Northern Nigeria. 
(347) British Solomon Islands. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Mines and Quarries. General Report and Statistics for 1900. 
Part IV., Colonial and Foreign Statistics. [Od.959.] Price 1s. 6d. 

The object of this report, which is prepared annually in the 
Home Office, is to compare the mineral industries of the United 
Kingdom and the British possessions with those of foreign 
countries, and it embraces all statistics available as to the output 
of the mining industries of the various countries of the world. 

The total production of some of the principal minerals and 
metals in the world during the year 1900 is stated at the 
following figures :— 


Coal 767,600,000 metric tons. 
Copper ... 535,000 
Gold 393,000 kilos. 
Tron: 40,430,000 metric tons. 
Lead 788,000 ra 
Petroleum 18,554,000 
Salt 12,572,000 
Silver 5,874,000 kilos. 
Tin sad 81,000 metric tons. 
ihe 446,000 


The total number of persons employed at mines, quarries, 
and other mineral workings in the world in 1900 is stated at 
4,475,000. 

Telegraph Money Orders. United Kingdom-—Egypt. Additional 
Articles to the Money Order Agreement, dated the 6{h-15th December, 
1873. [Od. 957.] Price 4d. 

This agreement, supplementing the arrangements already 
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existing for the exchange of money orders between the Post Office 
of the United Kingdom and the Post Office of Egypt, provides for 
the exchange of telegraph money orders between the two countries. 

Index to Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Representatives 
Abroad on Trade and Subjects of General Interest, 1898-1899. 
[Cd. 923.] Price 9d. 

This index of the subjects dealt with in the Consular Reports 
and similar publications issued during the years 1898 and 1899 
has been prepared in the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade; it may be pointed out that a similar index dealing 
with the reports of the year 1900 was issued in April last, and the 
present return is intended to fill the gap between that index and 
those previously issued by the Foreign Office, which terminated 
with the year 1897. The index to the reports published in 1901 
will be issued shortly. 

An appendix to the return contains a complete list of the reports 
indexed showing the price of each. 

Memorandum respecting the Position of Industrial and Commercial 
Establishments owned or managed by British Subjects or Companies 
in Foreign Countries. [Cd.971.] Price 23d. 

This memorandum, which has been drawn up in the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade from information obtained 
through the Foreign Office from H.M. representatives abroad, deals 
with the question of the position of British subjects and British 
capital engaged in commercial, industrial, and manufacturing 
undertakings in foreign countries as compared with the position 
of native subjects and capital engaged in similar concerns in 
those countries. 

The Journal of the Board of Agriculture. 

This publication contains information as to the position of 
agriculture at home and abroad, crop prospects in foreign countries, 
and further particulars obtained from foreign and colonial reports, 
Diplomatic and Consular Despatches, and other sources of 
intelligence accessible to the department ; together with notes on 
dairying, fruit farming, poultry rearing, and other rural industries. 
Short descriptions of noxious insects and fungi, with appropriate 
remedies; information relating to wild birds useful to agriculture ; 
statements of the quantities and values of agricultural produce 
imported and exported ; and records of the current prices of grain, 
meat, dairy products, fruit, and vegetables, are given in each number. 

Census of Ireland, 1901. Part I—Area, Houses and Population. 
Vol. I.—Province of Leinster. No. 6.—County of Longford. [Cd. 
847, V.] Price 94d. 

This return contains the figures of the 1901 census as to the 
area, number of houses, ages, civil or conjugal condition, occupa- 
tions, birthplaces, religion and education of the people, in the 
county of Longford. The population of the county has decreased 
from 52,647 in 1891 to 46,672 in 1901. 


| 
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Boiler Explosions. Report to the Secretary of the Board of Trade 
upon the Working of the Boiler Explosions Acts, 1882 and 1890, 
with appendices. 733.] Price 24d. 

This report shows that during the twelve months ended June 


30th, 1901, 72 boiler explosions were reported to the Board of . 


Trade, and that 33 persons were killed and 60 injured by such 
explosions. Fifty-five preliminary inquiries and 17 formal investi- 
gations under the provisions of the Boiler Explosions Acts were 
held during the period named. Particulars of each explosion, as 
well as a report by the Solicitor of the Board of Trade on the 
formal investigations held are contained in appendices to the 
report. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tut following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price]! No. Place. Price 
| 
| EUROPE— | Russia: 
Denmark : 2743 Odessa (Supplement)...1900) 1d. 
2739 Denmark(Supplement) 1900) 1d. 
France and Colonies: AFRICA— 
27387 | France ... eee .--1900) 3d. || 2742 | Somali Coast Protectorate, 
1900-01... se 
German Empire and Colonies: thee 
2745 | Samoa ... 1901) 3d. 


7 
572 Higher, Middle and Lower 


AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Schools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. | Brazil : 


573 | Supplementary report on 2740 | Sergipe... ea ---1900} 1d. 
Chemical Instruction and 
Chemical Industries in 
Germany ... ave 1d. ASIA— 
574 | Prussian Railways «| 3d. China: 
2738 | Foochow +--1900) 1d. 
Italy: 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse... ,, | 1d. 
2744 ons +1901) 13d. 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the Ist J anuary, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


| Price. 


1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between th 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 Py 4d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
Ist January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual, 
No. | Place. Price. 


346 Northern Nigeria ove 
347 British Solomon Islands 1jd, 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANC 


OF THE : 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing | 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so farags 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new © © 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 

| only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 

i but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 

| 


appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 

consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 

nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 

commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 

of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 

the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 

country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 

| under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 

| on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 

Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 

centre at which information on, gll subjects of commercial interest shall 

y be collected and focussed in af convenient for reference. In addition, it 

qi is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to. afford 

. information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 

London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 

under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 

partments of; he Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 

acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 

and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 

“Tntelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 

supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 

+» Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Eacise and © 

“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on = 

Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; ~ |} 

Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses; Foreign and ~~ \ 

Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Lists of © 

Firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &e. 7 

An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official. publications, directories, and “7 

other works. of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 

Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. : 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 

intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 

conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was. 

issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and» 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane; 
London, E.C., price 23d, 
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